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compelling reason for maintaining the existence of the Versailles-
made Czechoslovak national State, which contained in
miniature all the problems of the old Austria-Hungary, the
National Socialist policy against Czechoslovakia can only be
described as self-destroying. It was obvious that it was intended
to occupy and partition the whole of Czechoslovakia, as has
since been done; and this was bound to prevent the veiy thing
which could alone be of service to a German policy which aimed
at gaining, through the growth of confidence, something more
than merely a frontier territory with a few millions of Germans.
Any observer of the methods preferred by National Socialism
is driven to the conclusion that the actual ideal of the regime is
domination. The idea of a peaceful territory controlled by
treaty relations under German leadership is given the lie by
these methods of violence. The methods of National Socialism
reveal its true tendencies with documentary clarity. No
commonwealth of nations can be produced by these methods,
but only a regime of domination over oppressed nations,
oppressed like Germany's own sister nation, Austria. If the
methods of military occupation cannot be dispensed with in the
case of Austria, still less, obviously, could they be in that of the
Slav peoples. Who can believe in any German intention of pur-
suing the method of peaceful federation in Central Europe?
It was precisely these considerations that an Austrian friend
put before me in the spring of 1934, asking me to use my
connexions with the Fiihrer and other persons in the party in
the interest of a peaceful arrangement with Austria. The
methods of the National Socialist campaign in and against
Austria could only destroy, he said, the possibility of the
continuance of the German nation on its past historic lines.
There was no difficulty about forcibly annexing Austria; sooner
or later it could be done without risk. But what would have
been achieved by that? Germany would simply have given a
clear indication of the Hues on which she proposed to proceed in